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KARRATHA–TOM PRICE ROAD 
456. Mr K.J.J. MICHEL to the Minister for Transport: 
Mr Speaker— 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, I will not have disrespect for a member of Parliament when he stands to ask a question. 
There are certain standards in this Parliament, and I do not want to see them being ignored. 
Mr K.J.J. MICHEL: I refer to this government’s investment in regional roads, including the $15 million 
committed to upgrade the Karratha–Tom Price road. 
(1) Why is this upgrade needed? 
(2) How will this benefit my constituents? 
(3) How does this budget make up for the lack of investment in regional roads by the previous Liberal–

National government? 
(4) Will the minister be happy to change the name of the road to the “Red Dog Highway”? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
(1)–(4) I thank the member for Pilbara for that question. It is great to see such a genuine member for the Pilbara, 

someone who genuinely cares for the community. Members just saw the approach taken by the opposition 
in its treatment of the member for Pilbara in this house; it is disgraceful. He is a genuine member of the 
community who is serving his community, and members opposite need to stop what they are doing 
because it is quite blatantly obvious why they are doing it. 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the House! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Pilbara asked a very serious question about road funding in regional 
Western Australia—in particular, for the Karratha–Tom Price road. I like his suggestion and we are considering 
that proposal in particular. 
It is clear that the previous government did not fund regional roads. We just have to look at the comments of the 
former member for Pilbara, Hon Brendon Grylls, in March this year when he said, “We haven’t spent a lot of 
money on roads”. As a result, every shire representative who comes to me talks about their backlog in roads in 
regional WA. Let us go through it. There is an increase in road funding in regional WA. More funding is going 
through local governments in regional WA. There is an increase of 20 per cent in regional road funding. We have 
big projects planned and we are working with Infrastructure Australia, member for Bunbury, on the Bunbury Outer 
Ring Road. We are investing in the Pilbara. We are investing in Collie and the south west—road projects around 
the state. We are proud to be investing in roads in WA. We do have a backlog because the previous government 
refused to make it a priority; it actually said that. Every shire representative who comes to me shows me road 
projects and I think: what did the previous government do? We are very happy to work with the member for Pilbara 
and serve the community. He is a genuine member who is working for his community, and the level of disrespect 
from members opposite—we know why — 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We have heard the comments and it has to stop. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Do members want to know what is going on? Listen! 
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